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Smart cities are touted all over the world as bringing benefits to all citizens, 
but in reality the fruits are not equally sweet for everyone. The smart city 
discourse positions itself on a path to achieving sustainability, equity and 
safety in urban spaces through the use of data, sensors, dashboards, 
platforms and infrastructures. Vulnerable groups and people on the margins 
(including women, older adults, people with disabilities, low-income 
communities, people of color, migrants and sans-papiers) remain largely 
absent from these discussions and developments. Despite calls for more 
inclusive approaches (e.g. people-centric smart urbanism, smart citizenship, 
social cities) the proposed 'smartening' of cities in practice continues to 
center around cookie-cutter technological fixes designed and implemented 
from a dominant androcentric perspective, without accounting for users with 
intersectional vulnerabilities. Oftentimes, these proposed ‘smart’ solutions 
benefit only a small section of the population while excluding and harming 
vulnerable groups and individuals. For example, the use of sensors, data and 
algorithms for increasing safety in public spaces may lead to exacerbating 
inequalities through over-policing. Mobility platforms and the ‘sharing 
economy’ benefit the able-bodied while disprivileging and even posing 
physical threats to elderly and people with disabilities on city streets, and by 
exploiting often undocumented people living on the margins. By contrast, a 
variety of projects and apps attempt to increase (the experience of) safety in 
public and transit spaces of women and LGBTQ+ people. How can we 
understand processes and discourses of in- and exclusion in today’s datafied 
smart cities? What can we learn from smart urbanisms in the Global South, 
and from street level experiences from vulnerable people? How can we 
contribute to more inclusive ‘smart urbanisms’ that are tailored to local 
histories, situations and needs? 

Submissions should include an abstract, your name, 
pronouns, program, university/ organizational affiliation, e-
mail address, a short bio (3-5 sentences), three to six 
keywords, and any audio/visual requirements. 

Please send submissions to s.s.mowri@uu.nl or 
m.l.delange@uu.nl by Feb 15, 2023. 

 
A. Gender and intersectional urbanism; 
B. Smart and digital urbanism; 
C. Cultural perspectives and local contexts; 
D. Phenomenology, art and design perspectives.

For academics: abstracts of about 250 words, plus 3-5 key words;
For practitioners in art, design or otherwise: a proposed art/design case, accompanied by two 
images of the work & short answers to the following questions: 
1. What is the project trying to achieve? 
2. What perspective does the project bring to the discussion (if possible, relate your work to one or 
more clusters below)

Inclusion in the Datafied City- Governing Digital Society, 
 IOS-Open Cities Platform, 
& NWO-EQUIMOB project

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/governing-the-digital-society/special-interest-groups/inclusion-in-the-datafied-city
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/institutions-for-open-societies/interdisciplinary-research/academic-foundations/open-cities
https://inclusivemobilities.sites.uu.nl/

