The Magic City:
of technorationality
and spiritual futures

2021-2022 [urban interfaces| graduate seminar



today’s seminar

1. Agenda of this year’s seminar series The Magic City:
of technorationality and spiritual futures + Short curatorial
introduction by organizers: what do we consider to be the
productive value of ‘the magic city’?

2. Brainstorm #1 - introducing and positioning yourselves, doing a 5
minute brainstorm with your neighbor: what does ‘magic city’
mean to you? Produce a short 3-5 sentence statement by way of
introducing yourselves.

3. Brainstorm #2: The potential of 'magic’ to inform and shape
imaginaries for the future, a "what if?" beyond the rationalized "as

| is".
[U rban interfa CeS] 4. Takeaways and next sessions
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Brainstorm #1 - 5 mins

Brainstorm #1 - introducing and positioning yourselves,
doing a 5 minute brainstorm with your neighbor: what does
‘magic city’ mean to you? Produce a short 3-5 sentence
statement by way of introducing yourselves.
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https://www.leoalmanac.org/urban-interfaces
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about the seminar: The Magic City?

Point of departure:
newly Modernist
techno-driven smart

Modern and technical solutions to complex social problems have
city. long configured urban imaginaries. Planners, designers, and
policymakers have embraced the notion of the “smart city” to
reshape urban life into a gentrified wonderland for the rich. More
(yet fully within often than npt, suppo_sedly ‘smart’ technol_ogies are r_)resented as
Technic: as simple solutions to wicked problems, making them disappear as if by
salvation) . magic. But as smart cities developed, a growing number of theorists,
activists, and curators have embraced more speculative and
imaginative notions of magic, in order to open up a deliberately
attention for Magic unreal what-if space for collective fantasizing about urban futures.

Observation #1:
smart city as form
of magical thinking

Observation #2 new
academic and artistic

(Bell’s ‘spectral agical thinking In this sense, then, can provide a healthy antidote to
turn’) . Modernist hopes and projections of being able to govern cities by

Vision and normative
position: necessity
of search for
alternative
perspectives of

/\means of (quantified) rational managerialism.
This seminar brings together scholars, artists, and designers who

have productively explored these “magical” modes of thinking in their

work. In embracing the dreamlike, the mystical, and the irrational as
central concepts, the Magic City seminar series inspires us to think

urban futures. . . .

Taking Magic about urban life and culture along trajectories that move away from —

seriously. or reimagine — quantifiable and commodified technological solutions.

_ ractices of healing and COSMIC CONSCIOUSNESS are rather
Alm: exp-ore role of approached as alternative ways of knowing that could offer new
performance for ‘magic ways of relating to the planet in distress, and of strengthening urban

cities’ as alternative life as an inclusive, diverse, and imaginative community.
imaginaries for
Technic.




for the universe is incomplete without chaos

Sahej Rahal - finalforest.exe (2021) on Vimeo >>



https://vimeo.com/505363915

transmediale


https://vimeo.com/505363915

Federico Campagna Technic and Magic: The Reconstruction of
Reality (2018)

Two opposing cosmogonies:

TECHNIC
AND MAGIC

THE
RECONSTRUCTION
OF REALITY

ALTERNATIVE COSMOGONIES - A DIAGRAM

FEDERICO TECHNIC MAGIC
CAMPAGHA L. ) L. .
Upper limit: Ego absconditus Upper limit: Double negation
Hypostasis Archetypal incarnation Hypostasis Archetypal incarnation |
VUD WYCIC Absolute language Truth is representation, The ineffable as life | Miracle
LECHMIC representation is truth
Measure Mathemartical number Person Apollo and the Imam
Unit Piece of information/data | Symbol Mythologem
Abstract general entity | Processor Meaning Centre
Life as vulnerzbility Possibility / Paradox Self
¥

Lower timit: Double affirmation Lower imit: Deus absconditus



Karl Bell (ed.) Supernatural Cities: Enchantment, Anxiety and
FDITED BY KAKL BELL SpeCtralIty (2019)

Strong connection to urban culture. Exploration of ‘magic’ in cities.
Point:

ENCHANTMENT. ANXIETY

AND SPECTRALITY “...recognise the prevalence, importance, and vitality of the
supernatural as an intrinsic element of urban cultures in the modern
world, intimately and endlessly interwoven into the fabric and
experiences of everyday urban existence”

Supernatural underlines 3 important points about urban life:

1. affective dimensions

2. meanings, beliefs, practices

3. cultural differences, against western bias in urban studies (but
without the trap of orientialism!)



Brainstorm #2 - 20 mins

The potential of 'magic’ to inform and shape imaginaries for the
future, a "what if?" beyond the rationalized "as is". Take your own

discussion and case from brainstorm #1 on board!




Take-aways? Next sessions

Session #2 Technology and magic — Tuesday 26 April
2022 15:00-17:00

With special guests: Marc Tuters, curator of IMPAKT
“Weird Gnosis” expo, Telemagic Media Art Lab

Session #3 Magical Urban Futures — Tuesday 10 May
2022 14:00 — 17:00 (NOTE: we’re starting 1 hour earlier,
and ending with drinks!]




